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CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of augmenting transient protein synthesis in a 
cell by delivering, directly to the cell, mRNA encoding aw eukarvotic translation 
initiator i n i tiation factor functiona l ly re l ated to protein synthos i s , thereby augmenting 
endogenous protein synthesis. 

2. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
delivering step includes intracellularly delivering the mRNA using a method selected 
from the group consisting essentially of gene gun delivery, particle acceleration 
delivery, and topical dev lie ry delivery . 

3. Canceled. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said delivering step 
includes particle acceleration of the mRNA to the cell. 

5. Canceled. 

6. Canceled. 

7. (Currently amended) A method of augmenting transient protein synthesis in 
cells in need of increased protein synthesis including the step of directly intracellularly 
delivering mRNA encoding a trans l at i ona l r e gu l atory prot ei n functiona ll y relat e d to 
prote i n product i on an activator of a eukarvotic translation initiator to increase protein 
synthesis from endogenous eukarvotic translation initiator mRNA in the cells. 
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8. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 7, wherein said 
delivering step further includes delivering mRNA encoding the eukarvotic translation 
initiator i n i t i at i on factors to increase protein synthesis. 

9-20. Canceled. 

21. (Currently amended) A method of augmenting wound hea li ng collagen 
synthesis and tensile strength of wounds , including the steps of: 

directly intracellularly delivering mRNA funct i onally rolatod to protoin product i on of 
a eukarvotic translation initiator : and 

potentiating an increase in protein synthesis from endogenous cellular mRNA in 
the wound from tho do li ver e d mRNA . 

22. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 21, wherein said 
potentiating step includes potentiating the increase in protein synthesis of epidermal 
growth factors from endogenous cellular mRNA in the wound from th e dolivorod 
mRNA. 

23. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 21, wherein said 
delivering step further includes directly intracellularly delivering mRNA encoding a 
trans l at i ona l regulatory protoin an activator of the eukarvotic translation initiator to 
increase protein synthesis from endogenous mRNA in the wound. 

24. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 23 27, wherein said 
do li vor i ng stop further i ncludoo directly i ntraco ll ular l y do l ivoring mRNA encod i ng the 
translation initiation factor 4js elF4E to incroaoo protoin cynthoo i o from endog e nous 
mRNA i n tho wound . 
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25-42. Canceled. 

43. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the eukaryotic translation 
initiator is a eukaryotic translation initiation factor 4. 

44. (New) The method according to claims 7 or 8, wherein the eukaryotic 
translation initiator is a eukaryotic translation initiation factor 4. 

45. (New) The method according to claim 21, wherein the eukaryotic translation 
initiator is a eukaryotic translation initiation factor 4. 



